The Press, Libel and American Freedom  A Seminar of National Significance--Panelists Discuss Their Part by Office of Public Information
University of San Diego
Digital USD
News Releases USD News
1985-04-17
"The Press, Libel and American Freedom" A
Seminar of National Significance--Panelists Discuss
Their Part
Office of Public Information
Follow this and additional works at: http://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases
This Press Release is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in News Releases by
an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation
Office of Public Information, ""The Press, Libel and American Freedom" A Seminar of National Significance--Panelists Discuss Their





UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
DIRECTOR: SARA FINN, APR 
For release upon receipt 
DIRECTOR OF NEWS BUREAU: JOHN L. NUNES 
CALENDAR EVENTS: JOAN MURRY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
TELEPHONE: (619) 260-4600 EXT. 4296 , 
ADDRESS: RM 276 DESALES HALL, ALCALA PARK, SAN DIEGO, CA 92110 
"THE PRESS, LIBEL & AMERICAN FREEDOM, 11 
A SEMINAR OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE --
-- PANELISTS DISCUSS THEIR PART 
The escalating nature and number of libel lawsuits and its impact 
on the press and public has prompted the University of San Diego Law 
School and The City Club of San Diego to bring together for the first 
time a panel of libel experts who are at the forefront of doing something 
about this problem. 
They will propose solutions and increase the awareness of libel 
law issues at the Saturday, April 27, daylong seminar to be held at the 
Hilton Hotel in San Diego. 
The panelists are: 
-- Attorney David Boies, who defended CBS Television against 
General William Westmoreland. 
New York Times columnist Anthony Lewis, a two-time winner of 
the Pulitzer Prize, including one in 1963 for his coverage of the 
Supreme Court. 
-- Dr. Marc Franklin, a Stanford University law professor who is 
nationally recognized for his expertise on constitutional law. The 
Fulbright Scholar has authored several books, including "The First 
Amendment & the Fourth Estate." 
(More) 
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-- Dr. Frederick Schauer, a University of Michigan law professor 
who is a leading authority on constitutional law. He has authored 
books on free speech and obscenity issues and also has taught at 
Cambridge University and William & Mary. 
Each panelist will deliver individual talks, then take part in 
a panel discussion moderated by Sheldon Krantz, USO law school dean. 
Krantz said, 11 it 1 s clear the current state of affairs is 
unacceptable to many. The focus of the seminar wi 11 be to find 
tangible solutions to better accommodate conflicts. 11 
It's also clear, after telephone interviews with the scheduled 
speakers, that there will be considerable debate on the issues, given 
the diversity of opinion. 
Lew i s said, given the kinds of libel lawsuits, "there is cause 
for alarm. The press is worried whether it can operate effectively. 
The libel laws are not working for plaintiffs or defendants . The laws 
are not protecting freedom of expression." 
In the past two years, Lewis said, there were 20 libel awards made 
by the court that were over $1 million each. Most of those awards, 
however, were reversed on appeal, he noted. 
Boies said, 11 1 wouldn't say there is cause for alarm, but there 
is cause for attentiveness." 
The New York City lawyer said the corporate media is not running 
scared, but the small press faces 11 a danger of yielding in the field 
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Franklin said he will be coming to the conference with a 
proposal that could improve the state of affairs. His proposal, he 
said, would take the emphasis off of the large amounts of money that 
plaintiffs have been seeking. 
"Money is just not a good measure of 1 ibel law," he added. 
Schauer said his talk will focus on the questions: "Should we 
provide the same amount of protection for public officials as we do 
for public figures?" and "Should we eliminate punitive damages and 
set a 1 im it on actua 1 damages? 11 
"I'm relatively comfortable with the current state of the law," 
Schauer said. "I'm less alarmed about the impact on the press than 
the rest of the panel. 11 
The conference, which runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., is open to the 
public. Admission is $50 for the general public and $10 for full-time 
students. 
A number of attorneys and journalists are expected to attend. The 
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